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Construct- Explain- Formulate- Compare- Predict- Analyze- Modify 
Estimate- Design- Invent. 
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A. KNOWLEDGE:(Recalling information) 

Remembering, Memorizing, Recognizing, Recalling identification. 

B. APPLICATION: 

Problem Solving. Applying information to produce some result. 
Use of facts, rules and principles. 

The useful verbs are: Solve- show-use- construct- complete 
examine- classify. 
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C. ANALYSIS: Analyze- Compare -Contrast- Explain- Categorize 

Distinguish- Examine- Identify. 

D. SYNTHESIS: 

Combination of ideas to form a new whole. 

Useful verbs: Create-Compose-Predict- Construct- Design 

Invent- Propose- Formulate- Devise- Plan 

E. EVALUATION 

Development of opinions, judgments or decisions 

Resolving controversies or differences of opinion. 

Useful verbs: (Judge - Select- Justify- Verify- Argue 
Recommend- Assess- Decide -Rate). 
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Strengths 

(Systemic Questions) gäia) iyU 

Short-answer items are relatively easy to construct. Unlike multiple-choice 

items, they reduce the probability of a student correctly guessing the answer. 

Also, they are mostly objectively scored. These are their strengths. 

Guidelines for constructing short answer questions: 

I. Effective short answer questions should provide students with a focus (types of thinking 

and content) to use in their response. 

2. Avoid indeterminate, vague questions that are open to numerous and/or subjective 

interpretations. 

Short answer questions 

3. Select verbs that match the intended learning outcome and direct students in their 

thinking. 
4. Ifyou use 'discuss' or 'explain', give specific instructions as to what points should be 

discussed/explained. 
5. Delimit the scope of the task to avoid students going off on an unrelated tangent. 

6. Know what a good response would look like and what it might include reference to. 

7. Practice writing a good response yourself so you have an exemplar and so you are aware 
of how long it may take to answer. 

8. Provide students with practice questions so they are familiar with question types and 
understand time limitations. 

9. Distribute marks based on the time required to answer. 

10. Review the question using the following questions: 
1. Does the question align with the learming outcome/s? 

12. Is the focus of the question clear? 
13. Is the scope specific and clear enough for students to be able to answer in the time 

allocated? 
14. Is there enough direction to guide the student to the expected response? 
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