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Third Year — English-major Students: Applied Linguistics

Write a research paper on one of the following topics:

1. A: The major elements of an argument with special reference to the nature of
Claims, Grounds, Warrants and Backings.

B: Write short notes on the following:
a. The relationship between reasoning and language in the light of the
varied uses of language.
b. The structure of arguments.
Reasoning as a collective and human transaction.

2. A:The goals of reasoning in terms of the different uses of language and its variation
with situations.

B: Give a brief account of the following:
a. The nature of claims.
b. The scope of warrants.
c. The demand for grounds as the basis of real persuasion and the reasoning
behind the claim.

3. A:The contexts in which family members disagree with one another in an attempt to
answer the following research questions:
i What role does reasoning play in revolving disagreements?
ii. How do we come to change our minds when we do change them?
iii. What makes certain reasons or considerations relevant in supporting
one another?
iv. What does the giving of reasons achieve?

B: Provide an explanation of the following:

a. Claims that are ambiguous or unclear.
b. The variety of grounds in relation to the raised claims.
c. The varied kinds of backing.



4. A: Reasoning is considered a means for providing support of ideas when they are
open to challenge and criticism. Elaborate on that statement by reference to reasoning
as a critical transaction.

B: Write short notes on the six elements that can be found in any explicit argument.
C: Discuss the nature of claims.

5. A: “In some human activities exact and reliable decision procedures are used for
defending claims on the basis of given undisputed data or grounds.” Discuss the
validation of this statement by referring to the trains of reasons between claims,
grounds and warrants.

B: Provide an explanation of the following:
a. The forums of argumentation.
b. The nature of backing.
c. The scope of warrants.
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